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From the Pastor’s Desk

Walter Breuning, the oldest man in the world, died April 14, 2011 at the age of 114. Here are his secrets to a long life:
Embrace change, even when the change slaps you in the face. Every change is good.

Eat two meals a day - That's all you need.

Work as long as you can. That money's going to come in handy.
Help others. The more you do for others, the better shape you're in.
Then there's the hardest part. Accept death. We're going to die. Some people are scared of dying.

Never be afraid to die. Because you're born to die.

Walter is right, we are born to die. We know that, but it doesn’t make the loss of a loved one any easier when death
comes. Family members and friends grieve the loss because the person is not physically present any longer. There is a
huge vacuum where an important relationship used to be. Good times, bad times, falling in love, serving together, talking
together, discovering common interests, traveling together, supporting one another in faithful living through prayer, and
just plain daily physical presence; all note a growing love that lasts a life time. Love is why we grieve and experience

such heartfelt loss. Grief hurts and the pain is real.

Pat and I experienced another anniversary of our son Bryan’s death on March 18. Sometimes it seems like yesterday that
the car accident happened to take his life. Unlike Walter Breuning, Bryan had only 19 years on the earth. People will
ask, “how do you get over losing a child?” My answer has been the same for 19 years; “You don’t get over it!”

However, you do learn to live with it but you never get over it.

How do you make it when you lose a loved one? What sustains you day in, day out, and on those sleepless nights of

rehearsing how things could have been different?

In the life of the church, we are now in the Easter Season. We are reminded that Easter is more than one Sunday, it’s a
season. Easter is a grand time to rehearse the joy of the resurrection. There are so many signs of new life. Our worship
services seem to take on new life during Easter. Hope abounds in the hymns we sing and the scriptures we read. We
remember the painful events of Holy Week but those are behind us as we experience and celebrate the empty tomb.

How do we make it as we experience the loss of a loved one? We make it a day at a time. We make it as we exercise our
faith day in, day out, and for those long nights of the soul. We make it because life takes on new meaning as we come to
the realization that a “home going” has happened in our midst. Easter has become real in our lives and in our hearts.
Faith has come to give us the assurance of life eternal. The tomb is empty! Halleluiah! Halleluiah!

See You Sunday,

Mike Sykes

From the Missions Committee

The Missions Committee recently provided funds from the Leslie and
Ricky Fetner Memorial Mission Fund to two worthwhile projects.
Richmond County Mental Health Society’s “Baker House” will receive
funds to purchase a new commercial ice maker, and the church’s Youth
Mission Team will receive partial funding for their summer Mission
Trip to Lake Junaluska.

For more information on the Leslie and Ricky Fetner Memorial Mission
Fund or an application please see Jan Clay.

Volunteers Needed!!!

The TV ministry is in dire need of
volunteers, especially ones that can serve
occasionally during the week for funerals
and special events. Randall Mace will hold a
training session on Sunday, April 28 from 2-4:00
pm for anyone interested in helping. Please see
Randall for more info!




Our deepest sympathy and
prayers go to:

The family of Weynona Burgess.
The family of Bill Britt.

In memory of......

Bill Britt
Bill and Rene Rohleder
Rick and Ruth Burgin
Sandra Ridley
Myers and Earline Waddell
Billy and Delma Reynolds
Sam and Madeleine Till
Benson and Ann Crotts
Alan Smith Class
Ann Webb
Jeff and Glenda Hughes
Glenn and Helen Alexander
Nathan and Marie Davis
Gaynelle Moon
Larry and Jan Clay
Martha Gandy
Jean Way
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Neal

Burgoone and Pauline Carnes
Johnny and Carol Parker Dye

Randy and Margaret Leak
Mayne Collins

Don and Helen Shingleton
Gary and Kay Fisher
Donna Davis

Doris Goodman

John Mark Wagner

Ken Bostick

Susan Grooms

Doris Denney

Bob Marshall
Mary Jane Stephenson
Mickey and Diane Munns
Dotsy Reynolds
Mary Bray

Brian Sheppard

Weynona Burgess
Jean Way
Martha Gandy
Myers and Earline Waddell
Bill and Rene Rohleder
Betsy Cadieu
James and Lynn Johnson
Dotsy Reynolds
Mary Bray
Rick and Ruth Burgin
Melissa Jackson Wellborn
Quinton Wellborn
Mike Hassell

In honor of......

The Chancel Choir
Mary Genevra Kelly
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The family of Jerry L. Goodman wishes to
thank the wonderful people of First United
Methodist Church for your heartwarming
support, love and kindness shown during the
loss of our loved one.

Sincerely,
Beverly, Shannon and
Brandon

Dear Pastor Mike, Allison and church
leadership,

Thank you for your ongoing support with my
mission to Shenyang, China. Please continue
to keep me in the prayers of the church.
Thank you again!

In Christ,
Kelly Wheeler

Dear Rev. Sykes,

Thank you for your gift of love to Methodist
Home for Children.

Because of loyal support from friends like
you, vulnerable children in our care will
receive the love and stability that they need
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Bill and Jean Crouch
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Doris Capps
Mary Bray

Dr. A. M. Covington
Mary Bray

potential.

#1 A O@hank you for this gift on behalf of the
Board of Directors and the young people who

are blessed by your generous spirit. May God
bless you and all those dear to you.

With warm regards,
Polly J. Willis
VP of Advancement

Burgoone and Pauline Carnes
Judy Mayo

Peggy Covington

Sue Glennon

Jean Haltiwanger

John Hamer

Jerry Thomas

Daisy Brannick

Bill Rohleder

Faye Poplin

Carl and Anne Anderson
Lib Meacham

Julia Ratliff

Larry and Jan Clay

Roy and Frances Shepard
Mary Ellen Kindley

Mary Bray

Mabel Mossor

Bruce Simmons

Myers and Earline Waddell
Clyde and Bettie Davidson
Ashby Scott

All our homebound and shut in members
Our country

Our servicemen and women
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April
Lectionary Readings

Week of April 7
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 150
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

Week of April 14
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20)
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

Week of April 21
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

Week of April 28
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35
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Spotlight on Circle 5

Help Daisy Brannick celebrate

' I s _ L ,

her 98th birthday! HEOAI A V60 - AOAE 1 AAC

" Everyone is invited to the fellowship hall immediately | | 5th. We decided to pay for two school

following worship services on Sunday, April 7 uniforms for the homeless children. Marie
to have cake and refreshments to celebrate Davis had our program. For our April

Dai syods 98t h bir til@ethdwe have aspecial speaker. Mangly
Allen, daughter of Dan and Inell Allen, will

speak to us about her mission trip to Peru
We look forward to hearing Mandy.
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Pennies for Zoe EmDowcnng Orphans In Afl’l(a
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Tuesday
' April 16
5-8:00 pm
At Bojangles
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April Youth Schedule

April 7
5:00-7:30pm
MYF and Youth Choir
6:00 Youth Dinner:

April 14
5:00-7:30pm
MYF and Youth Choir
6:00 Youth Dinner:

April 21
8:30 United Methodist Men Breakfast
5:00-7:30pm
MYF and Youth Choir
6:00 Youth Dinner:

April 27
Youth Free Car Wash Fundraiser
10:00-3:00
Church Parking Lot
Wear clothes you can get wet in, (No Bikini Tops)
bring a large sponge, and your pledge sheets.

April 28
5:00-7:30pm
MYF and Youth Choir
6:00 Youth Dinner:

We need youth parents for Youth Dinners on Sunday
nights in April and May. Please call Mary if you can
provide dinner for youth on the dates listed below:

April 7, April 14, April 28, May 5,

Wonderful Wednesday Afterschool
Program will meet April 10 and 17

ednesdays!

We Need Volunteers:

We are in need for WW volunteers, nursery volunteers
during Worship, and
during Worship on Sunday mornings. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering on either of these days, please

call Mary Griffith at the church office. These are
important parts of our ministry here at our church.

Chrysalis Flight
August 31 -September 2
(Labor Day Weekend)
Youth 10-12th Grade
Cost is $100
Youth will spend 3 days with other youth for a time
of Worship, Prayer, Fellowship, Creative Expression,
Singing, and Discussion

We talked about Chrysalis in Sr High Youth. Please
call or email Mary if your youth would like to

attend. We will need to get an application and $40
deposit in now.

Chrysalis=Change
Growth. Impact. Building Friendships.
Dare to make a difference?

May 19, and May 26

Youth and Parents
Mark your calendar:
May 3- Relay for Life
May 19 Youth Sunday.
May 19- Honoring Graduates at
UMM Breakfast and during Worship.
May 19¢ Potato Bar Fundraiser

June 1621 - Youth Mission Trip. You must

turn in mission trip deposit of $80 by April

VBS
Coming
In July!!

Walk To Emmaus
-AT 80 7A1 E-1BO
711 AT80 xAl E-280
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What is Emmaus?
The Walk to Emmaus experience begins with a
72-hour short course in Christianity, God's grace,
disciplines of Christian discipleship, and what it
means to be the church. The course is wrapped in
prayer and meditation, special times of worship and
daily celebration of Holy Communion. The Emmau
Walk typically begins Thursday evening and
concludes Sunday evening. Men and women attenfi
71 separate weekends.

vl

The Emmaus Walk is a wonderful experience for
everyone. If you would like an application or more
details you can go tovww.sandhillsemmaus.netor
call the church office. Applications are due as soon ¢s
possible!
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http://www.sandhillsemmaus.net

Ushers: Steve Webb Team

Servers for April
TV Ministry: Duff Morse
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: Greeters Crucifer/Acolytes Nursery Refreshments
I Aril7 Debbie Taylor Adam Bailey Priscilla Kindley Sam Nance & John Thomas
: Sheila Gilmore Emma Edwards
Nikki High
|
: April 14 Sam and Madeleine Till Michael Saunders Kim LeBerth Jeff Hughes
I Charlie and Patsy Bankhead Jessie Graham
I Jadyn Johnson
| April 21 Billy and Delma Reynolds Jessie Matheson Kelly Chance UMM
I Earnest Eason Lilly Matheson
: Stephanie Holder
I April 28 Jerry and Connie Eteo Joshua Griffith Heather Deane Glenn Alexander
| Larry and Patty Bowden Gage Bowden
| Harrison Chance
|
| .
I Hedge Prayer Hermitage
|
| First Week Discovery Young Adult Class Rev. Pat Sykes and E. Rockingham FUMC
Second Week Alan Smith Class Carole Jenkins, Martha Brigman, Madeleine Till
I ; : ;
| Third Week Cross Currents Class Robert Cain and Joyce Smith
| Fourth Week Ladies’ Bible Class Audrey Ewing, Randy and Margaret Leak
|
[

Sandhills Farm to Table Cooperative Produce Box Youth Fundraiser is returning in April.

Do you like fresh produce, would like to support our local farmers and your youth group?
Then this program is for you! As a fundraiser for Youth Missions, the youth will get profit for every box sold for vinergingup site

on delivery days. So go online to registerw.sandhillsfarm2table.corm Your pick up site will be FUMC Rockingham Fellowship Ha

Wednesdays. If you have any questions, you may call (9163 P4®

If you can volunteer on Wednesdays from 3R00 at the pickup site, please call Mary Griffith.

***x \WWe will need volunteers from Youth and Youth Parents to work on Wednesdays in April, May, June, and July. (Youtban ug

this as Beta Club or other clubs volunteer hours) Thank you for your support!****
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NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST

WOMEN MISSION PROJECT
For All The Saints 2013

Name of Honoree

Acknowledgement Address

Given By

Please complete and submit with your $5.00 donation for each person being honored and return to Jan Clay

Native American Sunday Offering-April 14th

Native American Awareness Sunday recognizes and supports the contributions of Native Americans to the church and society. The

observance, approved by the 1988 General Conference, is one of six special church wide Sunday offerings. The funds collected will

allow The United Methodist Church to partner with existing native ministries and create programs on behalf of Native Americans.

Money collected also supports seminary scholarships for United Methodist Native Americans.



http://www.sandhillsfarm2table.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
10:00 Tuesday
Morning Bible
Study
11:00 Circle 5
1:00 Circle 9
2:00 Circle 3
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
9:30 SS Fellowship| 10 :00 First Place | 10:00 Tuesday 3:30 Wonderful
10:00 Sunday Musical Exercise | Morning Bible Wednesday 6:55
School Study Thursday Night
10:55 Worship 7:00 Choir Live!
6:00 Circle 8
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:30 SS Fellowship| 10 :00 First Place | 10:00 Tuesday 3:30 Wonderful
10:00 Sunday Musical Exercise | Morning Bible Wednesday 6:55
School Study Thursday Night
10:55 Worship 7:00 Choir Live!
5-8:00 BoNite
Native American
offering
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30 UMM 10 :00 First Place | 10:00 Tuesday Youth Carwash
9:30 SS Fellowship| Musical Exercise Morning Bible 7:00 Choir 6:55 Fundraiser
10:00 Sunday Study Thursday Night 10-3:00
School 6:30 Finance Live!
10:55 Worship Committee
28 29 30
9:30 SS Fellowship| 10 :00 First Place | 10:00 Tuesday
10:00 Sunday Musical Exercise | Morning Bible
School Study
10:55 Worship
Zoe Sunday
Circle 5 will meet | Circle 8 will meet
Tuesday April 2 Tuesday, April 9
at 11:00 in the at the home of
Alan Smith Class | Jean Way at 6:00




YOUTH FREE CARWASH FUNDRAISER
FOR YOUTH SUMMER 2013 MISSION TRIP

SATURDAY - APRIL 27, 2013
(rain date is May 4)

FROM 10:003:00
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PARKING LOT
YOU CAN SPONSOR A YOUTH AND GET ALL YOUR CARS
WASHED!

Thank you for sponsoring the FUMC Youth FREE Car Wash Fundraiser. By pledging to pay just a few cents per cé@
washed you are helping us meet our fundraising goal.
The pledges are: 15 cents, 20 cents, or 25 cents per @lease see a Youth or Mary Griffith to make a pledge.

While final amounts may vary according to the amount pledged and the number of cars washed, no one will donate
more than $10 at mostThe youth will only use professional car wash products.

We also hope that you will bring your car to be washed and that you will tell all your friends about this wonderful
opportunity to get a FREE CAR WASH!

Stephen Ministry

The Stephen Series, also called "Stephen Ministry,"” provides congregations with the training, resources, and

ongoing support to organize and equip a team of lay caregivers -called Stephen Ministers  -in the congregation.
Stephen Ministers provide care for persons in our congregation and in the community. Stephen Leaders go

for a week of intensive training and then return to the congregation to train others who will become

Stephen Ministers. Jean Way and Denise Sullivan will travel to Dallas, Texas for training in July and become

our Stephen Leaders.

Stephen Ministers provide high -quality, confidential, Christ -centered care and support to people experiencing
grief, divorce, cancer, job loss, loneliness, disability, relocation, and other life difficulties. Since 1975, the

Stephen Ministries organization, based in St. Louis, Missouri, has helped more than 11,000 congregations

implement Stephen Ministry. These congregations represent more than 150 denominations and come from all

50 states, 10 Canadian provinces, and 23 other countries.

We are able to enter into this vital ministry for the church and community because of the generosity of the
Leslie and Ricky Fetner Memorial Fund. The FUMC mission to Love God, Love Others, and Love the World will
be greatly enhanced because of this ministry.
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LOVE THE WORLD

Superintendent
Rev. Sam Wynn

LOVE GOD Resident Bishop Our Staff
Hope Morgan Ward Senior Pastor
LOVE OTHERS Gateway District Mike Sykes

mikesykes@carolina.rr.com

Assistant Pastor/Adult Ministries
Allison Coltrane Farrah

allisoncoltrane@carolina.rr.com

Director of Christian Education
Mary Griffith
marygriffith@carolina.rr.com

Returning April 11th! || “eee
Thursday Night Live!

N Join us at 6:55 pm i
Lﬁb@{%ﬁ )/ eaCh ThUFSd ay Tabatha Miller
Hoarts April 11-May 23

Draisel  In the Worship Center

Secretary/Financial Secretary
Cornelia McKenzie
cmckenzie@carolina.rr.com

Organist
Helen Alexander
helenwalexander@gmail.com

Church Office Hours:

Monday i Thursday
8:30 amd 5:30 pm

Our phone: 910-895-4027
Our fax:  910-895-4028

Extensions:
w 7 Secretary: 100
Financial: 101
Music: 102
Youth: 103

Assistant Pastor: 104
Pastor: 105




