The DECEMBER 2018/JANUARY 2019 Newsletter for First UMC Family and Friends

First United Methodist Messenger
Rockingham, NC

Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
Greetings in the Name of Jesusd the Child Born in Bethlehem.

The end of the year draws near and we move into warp speed trying to cram the year full of experiences to remember in
the years to come. And then someone begins to sing A0
pace slows to a crawl as we remember, sometimes only for a moment, the birth of Jesus.

Eugene Peterson mused that AJesus became flesh and bl o
Mary and Joseph made the trek from Nazareth in the noi
birthplace in Bethlehem. Luke, the master of biographical detail, noted that the cause of the journey was to be counted
among the citizens of Israel, especially those of the tribe of Benjamin.

The following is Frederick Buechnerdéds reflection on the

Whether he was born in 4 B.C. or A.D. 6, in Bethlehem or Nazareth, whether there were multitudes of
heavenly host to hymn the glory of it or just Mary and her husbandd when the child was born, the

whole course of human history changed. That is a truth as unassailable as any truth. Art, music,
literature, Western culture itself with all/l i ts
himself and his worldd it is impossible to conceive how differently things would have turned out if that
birth had not happened whenever, wherever, however it did. And there is a truth beyond that: for
millions of people who have lived since, the birth of Jesus made possible not just a new way of under-
standing life but a new way of living it. (The Faces of Jesus, 1974).

Let us allow ourselves to be transformed forever by the birth of Jesus. Do not allow the shopping lists, the bargain hunt-
ing, that special toy sleuthing, the slew of football bowl games and Hallmark Christmas movies, to distract from the
change that occurs when we tune our hearts together in
the World!o

Grace and Peace,

ALLEN BINGHAM
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Our deepest sympajthies toé
_ December
The Faml,ly\ of Martha A’\d’arr]s ) . .
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2nd Norman and Rita Bland
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30th Keith and Leone McLester

The Family of Allen Moseley
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In memory of éé

Henrietta Allen
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Steve and Shelia Webb
Clayton Baker B .
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Dotsy Reynolds
Steve and Shelia Webb

Jim Gordon
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Steve and Shelia Webb
Jean Way
Linda Griffith
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Steve and Shelia Webb
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[EPSORSI fyrcpltar flowers and $28 for

flowers on the organ. Please call the church
office to let us know who you are honoring

AThoughts ond P‘m\jers

Mac Bennett
BobggslPegoyiBpyatte 4 | @5 O
Claudette Brownley
Aurelia Cannon

Jean Crouch

Faith Ford

Helen Goodman

I Halbwpnger

Tom and May MacCallum
Barbara McLain

Henry Meacham, Jr.

Ella Mulkey

John and Eleanor Page
Faye Poplin

Billy and Delma Reynolds
Frances Sheparad

Dorsey Short

Aileen Traylor

Myers and Earline Waddell
Ann Webb

Our country, Our servicemen and womer

Z\Decemperss

4}5 BIFTHDAYS_ &
PC /.\ ,)"
1st Sarah Auman
Carol Pratt
3rd Virginia Auman
4th Bill Matheson
Ann Webb
5th Bill Poe
8th Meredith McLean
10th Glenn Alexander
Margaret Leak
12th Lee Griffith
Doris Goodman
16th Alex McLean
18th Freida McLean
Jake Leberth
22nd  Bob Ellwanger
23rd Gwen Britt
Michael Rohleder
24th Natalie Sparks
28th Joel Layton
Lindsey Leak
29th Sheila Gilmore
Jeff Hughes
Wayne Lampley
31st Mary Jane Bankhead
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16th Lonnie and Cheryl McCaskill
18th Glenn and Helen Alexander
19th Bill and Ann Poe

31st Keith and Leone McLester

To add your name to our birthday or anniversary
lists, call the church office, or email Cornelia at
corneliamckenzie@gmail.cam

Poinsettias will be placed in the sanctuary on Sundays, Dec. 16 & 28you would like to place a poinsettia, please fill out t
form and drop it and your check in the offering plate or in the mRIEADLINE IS DECEMBER 2nd . Costis $15.00Mail to

FUMC, PO Box 637 Rockingham, NC 28380
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December

Week of December 2
Jeremiah 33:146
Psalm 25 (UMH 756)
1 Thessalonians 3:83
Luke 21:2536

Week of December 9
Malachi 3:14

Luke 1:6879 (UMH 208)
Philippians 1:311

Luke 3:16

Week of December 16
Zephaniah 3:1420
Isaiah 12:26
Philippians 4:47

Luke 3:7%18

Week of December 23
Micah 5:25a

Luke 1:4755 (UMH 199)
Hebrews 10:510

Luke 1:3945

Week of December 31
1 Samuel 2:1&0, 26
Psalm 148 (UMH 861)
Colossians 3:147
Luke 2:4152

Lectionary Readings

THANKS...

Dear Friends,

Sincerely,
Peggy and Dave (Andersen)

Thank you for the dinner of turkey and all the
trimmings which was delivered to us on Saturday.

The food was delicious, but even more so was
visit with Megan Tomestic and her husband. Such a p
ure to talk and laugh and see new people.
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Congrat ulations
=

go to Kat hryn Fisher Nixon daught er of
Kay and Gary Fisher who will graduat e fromt he
UNCWImingt on School of Nursing on December 14, 2018.

MERRY,

CHRISJMAS

from the FUMC Staff

Servers for DECEMBER

Ushers

Heat/AC

Crucifer

Acolytes

TV Ministry

Nursery:

Greeters:

RC Soup
Kitchen Leader:

Fellowship

First Sunday
Second Sunday
Third Sunday
Fourth Sunday

First Monday
Second Monday
Third Monday
Fourth Monday

Steve Webb Team

Randy Leak and Tommy Leak

Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 30

Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 30

Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 30

Dec 2

Dec 9

Dec 16

Dec 23

Dec 30

Dec 26

Dec 2
Dec 9
Dec 16
Dec 23
Dec 30

Shelby Diggs
Mason Bailey
Lily Matheson
Jessie Matheson
Jadyn Johnson

Graham Odom and Kaiden Faircloth
Shelby Diggs and Olivia Meacham

John Patrick Hutchinson and Alex Hutchinson
Parker Medlin and Ivey Lynn Medlin
Trent Deane and Allie Matheson

Duff Morse

TJ Shaw

Aimee Diggs
Anna Odom
Courtney Deane
Judy Mabe

Nelson Sheppard

Paige Simmons

Wiley and Judy Mabe
Lee Ann Sago

Bob and Sheila Gilmore
Debbie Taylor

Diane Goodwin,Jean Cain
Tommy Leake

Mac and Aimee Diggs
Tom Wheeler

Jeff Hughes
Glenn Alexander
UMM

Benson Crotts
John Thomas

Hedge Prayer
Discovery Young Adult Class

The Bible Class
Cross Currents Class
Ladies Bible Class

Hermitage Ministry

East Rockingham UMC

Joyce Smith
Randy & Margaret Leak, Audrey Ewing




Our Chancel Choir brings us a wonde
tradition onDecember 16@with their
feature cantata performed a6:00 pm.

= | family and members of the Richmo
County community will join us.
selections focus on preparing our hearts and minds
behold the day to come. We know that everyone is 1

.]

moment to enjoy the voices of our Chancel Choir.

You might even start singing a long. We have se
traditional Christmas hymns and selections in store.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Thursday, December 13, 2018
11:00 am

MerryMakers

Come party withMerry Makers! in the Fellowship

us
during the holiday season, yet we hope you will talke |a

ata

rful

¢ This tradition allows us to open our dogrs | Bring yourself, no gifts, no food...there will
> )| to even more individuals who may attepd | goodies galore and great conversations!
=~ our sister churches. We hope your whole

Christmas Open Houst s;'@

Bingham invite you to
Christmas Open House from
3:00 pnt 8:00 pm on Friday,

Avenue, Rockingham.

This year our mugical

<

Celebrate Christmas with the Children

N he children will present their Christmas Program on
hursday, December 20 at 6:00 pmthe Bynum Building
Worship Center. Come see and hear thr*ﬁ
children as they sing songs of the seaso ) CVIFMTQH(\?
‘Fhen you are invited to Birthday Party )

for Jesus. Join the children for
refreshments and celebrating following
the program.

Hall! Enjoy a scrumptious Christmas lunch and s
fldAKa 6A0GK @2dzNJ FNRASYR3

and after lunch exchange Christmas tree ornaments.
may bring a treasure from your own tree or buy a n
one for the gift exchangeBecause the caterer will
require advance notice, please call early for this lun
Reservations are due byhursday, December.6Call the
church office to reserve your seatThanks to a generol
donor, there is NO CHARGE for lunch!

LUMINARIA

Enjoy the luminaries displayed along the sidewalks as
you enter the Sanctuary for the Christmas Eve
Service.

YOUTH AND PARENTS meet at
4:00 pm to set out luminaries.
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w  Vintage Christmas Service

Presented
Christmas Eve

Prelude of Christmas Selections on
Piano and Harp presented by
The Hutchinson Family

5:30 pm

6:00 pm Service Begins

Lessons will be read from the King James Bible; Hymns
and Carols will be played on instruments of the period.
You are invited to dress in period costume.

Everyone is invited to attend!

December 21 at their home on 512 Scotland
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
2 3 4 5 6 7 1
_ . . .| 10:00 Tuesday
9:30 SS Fellowship 10:00 First Place Bib ; f
10:00 Sunday School | Study éﬂh(;rggfg Bible Study 3:30 Wonderful Wed
10:55 Worship 4:457-:00 . BB
i IDightlpeern? | 4:457:00 , BB
Fellowship Hall 5:30 Girl Scouts, BB | o coPmen Light Personal 8
Reserved D -7
) 6:00 evelopment —
Jimmy McLean _ 8:00 L ds Tri
TYnn D2RQ3§ 7:00 Choir Rehearsal : egends Trip,
: . Gorgeous @ TAYSS Parking Lot P
4:00 pm Christmas Butterfies BB [
! Fellowship Hall
Caroling Reserveg
9 10 1 12 13 @ | 14 15
. - .| 10:00 Tuesd . ——
9:30 SS Fellowship | 10:00 First Place Bib Morning Bible Study| 12:30 DAR, BB M3 Makers!
10:00 Sunday School Chapel 3:30 Wonderful Wed | Christmas Lunch
10:55 Worship
5:30 Worship Design
. Team 12 noort 3:00 pm
. 5:30 Girl Scouts, BB Art Guild, Rm fOl
6:00 Civitans, 4:457:00 , BB
Rm 101 . IDightIPerson?I 6:00
TYnn D2RQ3 Developmen . .
6:30 . Gorgeous @ 4:457:00, BB
Church Council, CR ) TAYSS Light Personal
Butterflies BB > ngelopment
7:00 Choir Rehearsal
16 , 17 18 19 20 21 22
: unday udy orning Bible" Study| .
1055 Worship Chapel 3:30 Wonderful Wed
4:457:00 , BB
6:00 nghtIPersonaI
5:30 Girl Scouts, BB | Development
6:00
. . 4:457:00, BB
TYnn D2RQJ ?ggmworsmp Design E)ighﬂpersoni"1 !
Gorgeaus @ PAUSS evelopmen
Butterflies BB "
7:00 Choir Rehearsal
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30 UMM Breakfast | 10:00 First Place Bib .
9:30 SS Fellowship Study 11:00 Soup Kitchen
10:00 Sunday School 12 3:00
10:55 Worship . NO Wonderful Wed Ar'}°§ﬂﬁ|d,'Rmpﬂ)1
' Vintage
Christmas Eve
Service 6:00
ﬁ_:4ﬁ>t7l:300 , BBI
i ersona
@ FAusE ngelopment
OFFICE CLOSED
Luminaria | OFFICE CLOSED
30 31

9:30 SS Fellowship
10:00 Sunday School
10:55 Worship

ZOE Sunday

10:00 First Place Bib|
Study




Zoe Sunday
Are

December 30 and January 27

Adults can add pennies/money to Pennies for Zoe.
WONDERFUL V\IIDERDONGESEI\?Y AFTERSCHOOL You can give your change to a child to bring up
WW will meet 3:30 pm -5:00 pm on Wednesdays during Children6s Time on| Zoe
by the offering plate for a child to empty in the
December 5 January 2 Zoe Pot. Thanks for your help and support for
12 9 OPennies for Zoed! For |more
19 23 16 read stories about Zoe, you can go
to www.zoehelps.org .
Youth Calendar for December 2018
Dec 2 4:00 pm Going Christmas Caroling
7:00 pm Hot Chocolate and Cookies in FH
Dec9 4:.00 pm UMY Advent Bible Study .
5-15 pm Youth Choir Youth Christmas Party
6:15 pm Dinner The Youth Christmas Party will be at
Ms. O s House. Everlyone [

Dec 16 8:30 am

4:00 pm
5:15 pm
6:00 pm

Dec 23 8:30 am
4:00 pm
5:15 pm
6:15 pm

Dec 24 4:00 pm
6:00 pm

7:00 pm
Dec 25

UMM Breakfast for the whole family with
Christmas Special!

UMYR Advent Bible Study

Dinner

Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata

UMM Breakfast Everyone Invited
UMY Advent Bible Study

Youth Choir

Dinner

Set out Luminaries
Christmas Eve Servicé/outh are Singing
Family and Friends are invited!
Youth will clean up luminaries

Merry Christmas!

ornament and socks wrapped for gift

exchange and your favorite food to share.

#

#

in memory of

Given by

Once again the Youth will be lining the sidewalks with Luminaries on Christmas Eve. Costis $2 a“''l1/,
or 3 for $5.00. If you would like to place luminaries in honor or memory of a loved one, just fill o= d_"2<
form and drop it and your check in the offering plate or contact Mary Giriffith. P |
DEADLINE is December 10. Mail to FUMC, PO Box 637, Rockingham, NC 28380.
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In celebration of Advent, this story is submitted by local historian, our d@m Hutchinson John has researched the
history of the beautiful stained glagmnunciation Windowthat adorns our Sanctuary and shares his findings with us.

The Annunciation Window

The Annunciation Window captures the dramatic tension, the excitement and the fear present in the moment the ang
appears to the Virgin Mary, telling her she will give birth to the Son of the Highest.

For Christians, few moments are more important: The Annunciation Window asks us to think about the point in time w
rything about the world begins to change. It shows us the exact point in time when the first human learnsithaitedd/es
siah is soon to become flesh.

The scripture, found in Luke 1:269, tell s of Maryds fright and confusi
Mary, 0 he says, fifor thou hast found favor with Godd
shalt call his name Jesus. 0

In his hand, Gabriel carries a white lily, the symbol of chastity, virtue, and the purity of the Virgin Mary. Severéliesite
also sit in a planter by Marybés side.

True to scripture, the window shows Mary sitting nervously, in a dark world, her body tight as she turns her head to fa
Gabriel. Gabriel, surrounded by light and a host of angels, appears relaxed and reassuring as he delivers the nems d
ing Christ child.

* k k

The Annunciation Window bears the names of Pattie Wall Leak ¢1898) and her husband, Thomas Crawford Leak (18
1913). The Richmond County couple was virtually assured a comfortable life. Both were born into successful and prd
local families. Yet, it took the devastation of the Civil War to push them toward their full potential.

T. C. Leakds childhood was one of wunuswually broad ho
Council of State during North Carolina Governor Edwa
moved West about the time T.C. was born, which gave him the opportunity to travel the country and experience othen

Known for his clear and strong mind, T. C. Leak graduated from Chapel Hill in 1853. Then, he did what many young
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do: He chose a career totally-dlliited for his talents. Despite being wiglveled andwele duc at e d , andsdeégspit

belief in innovative business and industry, T.C. began working as a planter in southern Richmond County.

In 1856, he married Martha Poythress Wall (1:838 9 8 ) . AfiPattie, 0 as she was knog
of charactero and a few weeks shy of seventeen.

The names of Pattiebdbs father, Michael AMial o Wall, a
across the sanctuary.

T.C. and Pattieds first child came on the eve of thke
children and a forth on the way. They found themsel

Army killed or carried off every animal they owned. Certainly, the war was devastating: Census records show the L&z
percent of their wealth between 1860 and 1870.

It was a hard blessing. The war forced T.C. Leak to sell his farmland and give up agriculture. He and Pattie moved to
ham, where another five children were born, bringing their total to nine. Eight lived to adulthood.

Onceintown, T.C. LeakturnedtohisGogd ven talents. According to those
tics were great sekfontrol, marked consideration for the opinions of others, coupled with a capacity to reach wise concj
and act without hesitation. o
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In his early 40s, T. C. Leak used those talents to develop the local economy. He helped to organize Pee Dee Mantlfacturing

Company, the countyébés second textile mil!]l Next, hle wor
Then, he took a lead role in the construction of the Leak, Wall and McRae Mill.

In 1891, at the age of 60, he organized the countydls fir
later, he formed the Richmond County Savings Bank. Hevated the Hotel Richmond in downtown Rockingham. Whgn

that burned in 1903, he used his knowledge of the hotel business to lead the corporation that built Ellerbe Springs Hotel.
Pattie Wal.l Leak passed away uddenly in 1898, at the ag
of relatives and friends. 0 isShe was a devout woman| of
Thomas Crawford Leak |lived another fifteen years, dlying
CharlotteObservers a i d Aithe best el e me nd modanfindusthiatleableeship imhamby corhbnp-O1 d
tion with the gracious manger, the kindly spirit, the generous hospitality and the innate chivalry...Time whitenedrs hair a
bowed his figure, but it could not change the sweetness and generous ness of his nature, and so he grew old gracgfully on the
soil of his father. o

I n addition to their gift of the Annunciation Wi ndow to
family. Their son and #al i-1924), evercamdé mor eyésight o ktravel Ad prdachadr®» L e a
gi onal Met hodi st evangel iusch, MastinDelke Cravifdrd (¥77847),.s€kved thedPeelkDégs gr e
area as a Methodist circuit rider in the early 1800s, before moving to Mississippi.

Luke 1:26-38 King James Version (KJV)

26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,

27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.

28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed amd¢ijou amo

women.

29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this shogild be.

30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.

32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the thronepf

David:
33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing | know not a man?

35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest]

shadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with
was called barren.

37 For with God nothing shall be impossible.

38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed fi
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Youth...Are you interested in going to Chrysalis on
January 1214?

Chrysalis is a-8ay spiritual renewal time for 11th and
12 graders. The point is to inspire, challenge and efuip
you for a closer friendship with Christ and for Christign

Youth Calendar for January 2019 action at home, church, school, and community.
If you would like to go, you must get an application
Jan6 4:00 pm UMYFE Bible Study from Statha Osborne. All applications with a $50
5:15 pm Youth Choir deposit are due NOW. The church will pay the $50
6:15 pm Dinner balance because we want to make sure everyone ggts
Jan 1214 to go to Chrysalis.
NO YOUTH MEETIN®lartin Luther King Weekend Once your application is received, you will receive
Chrysalis Weekend more information in the mail. Statha or your spons¢r
will be in touch with important information about the
Jan 20 4:00 pm UMYE Bible Study weekend.
5515 pm Youth Choir Please pray about Chrysalis. This is a wonderful refreat
6:15 pm Dinner for you and your spiritual growth with Jesus. If you
Jan 27 4:00 pm UMYE Bible Study have any questions, please call the church office.
5:15 pm Youth Choir
6:15 pm Dinner

m °
Dinne

Fundraiser

Friday, January 18, 2019
Temple Theater

5@‘1‘%’4 COMING UP IN FEBRUARY

%@\\\"1'1') The Church Basement Ladiesare back! | Annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser! The youth

q\;% yasement This musical comedy, based on recipeswill sponsor a spaghetti dinner in February. All
Chl‘iadies sequel food and life in the church, is funny proceeds will go towards the youth trips and missipns.

h . dd h It id If you would like to be a part of the entertainment,
e_art-vvarmlng and down to earth. Itis| 0oce call Mary Grifith.

the sequel! We willeave the church at 10:30 am Stop

for lunch and then go on to the show. Plan teeturn by
5:30 pm. Trip cost is $25for your ticket and the bus
Lunch is up to you. Order your tickets early for this. Yju

AT T80 x ATl ORe€etvatibng &edudbd A 2nd  Leone McLester

Thursday, January 10. LeeAnn Sago
7th Nathan Davis
8th Jim Entwistle

9th Aimee Diggs
11th George Crump

= 12th  Kate Layton
O%M’/’_\ 13th Dexter l\>/lloseley
16th Holleigh McLaurin
19th Spencer Liles
21st Jerry Morgan
The winter Ladies Night banquet will be Tuesday, January 29. 22nd  Ron Ballard
Doors open at 5:30 pm for arrival and a catered dinner followed by |24th  Marie Davie
an exciting speaker and door prize drawings. All FUMC ladies
their friends are invited for this special evening. Tickets will b
$15 for advance sales only starting January 7. Tickets will b
available in the church office as well as Helms Jewelers and Simpl
Chic Boutique. Ticket sales close on Saturday, January 27. C Mes
treat yourself to Ladies Night!

Greg and Kellie Clay

Nathan and Marie Davis
Matthew and Jennifer Guncheon
24th  Danny and Denise Sullivan




