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Have you read it?  Itôs ñThe New Short Version of the Bible- the Bible in 50 wordsò.   I 

recently discovered it as I was reading through past Lenten devotional books.  See what 

you think: 
 

God made; Adam bit 

Noah arked 

Abraham split 

Joseph ruled; Jacob fooled 

Bush talked; Moses balked 

Pharaoh plagued; People walked 

Sea Divided; Tablets guided 

Promise landed 

Saul freaked; David peeked 

Prophets warned; Jesus born 

God walked; Love talked 

Anger crucified; Hope died 

Love rose 

Spirit flamed; Word spread 

God remained. 
 

Those last two words, as the devotion I read indicated, are the words we cling to and 

believe as Christians.  God remained are words of hope and promise for those who be-

lieve. 
 

As I prepared to write this article, I recalled journeys from my Lenten past and one in 

particular kept recurring in my mind and heart.  I fondly remember one year, during my 

ministry at First Baptist, Southern Pines, we planned a butterfly release for Easter Sun-

day.  The preparations required us to store the chrysalis of each butterfly in a dark 

place, out of reach, so as not to be tampered with.  My daughter, Mary Catherine, who 

was just a preschooler at the time, couldnôt wait to release  her own butterfly and would 

often become impatient with the necessary time of preparation.  So on many days of 

Lent, I would walk her by the room where each butterfly, in its development, was pre-

paring and waiting for its amazing transformation.  I would gently lift her up, point to 

the ñsoon to beò butterflies, and promise her that the day she was anticipating would 

soon arrive. 
 

Should our own Lenten journey be much different from the development of a butterfly? 

During these sacred days of Lent, are we not called to a place to be alone, away from 

the world, to prepare for whatôs ahead?  Are we not called to spend time in the ñdark 

placesò of our lives so that out of the darkness, confession, repentance, and the promise 

of light may come?  We, like Mary Catherine, often become impatient with waiting and 

with the necessary preparations of self-examination, reflection, and confession.  Itôs far 

too scary to remain in the ñdark placesò very long.  Our Christian hope, however; is that 

God remains with us during this painful, yet necessary Lenten journey.  Just as I gently 

lifted my daughter and pointed to her anticipated ñtreasureò,  God  gently lifts us up and 
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points to the Cross of Christ.  Each time we retreat to our own ñwildernessò for prayer and contemplation and 

each time we participate in Lenten worship, we are reminded that God remains. 
 

On Easter Sunday morning of that year, we released those butterflies.  Mary Catherineôs daddy placed her deli-

cate hands in his strong ones, and together they opened the little dark box and watched the beautiful butterfly 

emerge in its fullness to the light of day.  Since that Easter morning, Mary Catherine has learned, like many of us, 

what it means to place her life in the hands of her Heavenly Father who gives us love, life, and the light of Christ 

Jesus.  She has learned, like many of us, that in life and in death, God remainsé God remains.   Amen    

 

All Serviceôs are held at 

 12:00 Noon   

First United Methodist Church 

The Meal  will be at 12:30 pm 

in the FUMC Fellowship Hall 

 

Date Meal Speaker 
 

Mar.  3 Presbyterian Dr. Jim Nelson 

Mar. 10 FUMC Rev. Allison Coltrane 

Mar. 17 Baptist Rev. Twyla Nelson 

Mar. 24  Presbyterian Rev. Pat Sykes 

 

April 1, 2010ðThe Maundy Thursday Service 

 will be at 7:00 pm in the FUMC Sanctuary. 

2010 Prayer Conference 

Friday, March 5, 2010  

 

Trinity United Methodist Church at Fairmont, North 

Carolina.  Bus Transportation will be provided.  Bus 

leaves at 4:45 pm from FUMC (call the church office 

if you would like to ride on the bus).   The speaker 

will be Rev. John Strother, Raleigh District Superin-

tendent.  This event was held at FUMC in 2009 and 

was a great success.  Everyone is invited to attend.   

Easter Lilies 
 

If you would like to place a Lily in 

the church on Easter Sunday, April 

4th please complete the form below 

and place in the offering plate or 

mail to the church office.   

The cost will be $12.00 each. 

 

Please make your check payable to FUMC at the 

time of your order.  Thanks!  

 The deadline for orders is Sunday, March 21st. 

 

____In Loving Memory of ___________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_____In Honor of___________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 
 

 

Given By: 

 



 
 

  
 

Wonderful Wednesday Afterschool    

Program will meet on the following 

Wednesdays:  

 

March 3, March 10, March 17, March 31  

 

 

Saturday  

 April 3, 2010  

10:00 am  
at the home of  

Cooper McLaurin  

We invite all ages to come and  

 enjoy in the fun and fellowship.  

Egg Hunt is for kids up to 5 th  grade   

 
Church Family we need your help!  

Please bring wrapped candy or filled plastic 

eggs to place in our òEgg Dropsó at the 

church on Sundays- March 14, 21, and 28 

for the Easter Egg Hunt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

March 7 & 14  

4:00pm Youth Choir  

5:00 Youth Supper  

5:30 -7:00 Youth  
 

March 21  

4:00pm Youth Choir  

5:00 Youth Supper  

6:00 Youth (Team 3) will leave to  

 go to the Homeless Shelter.  

The rest of the youth will go home.  

 

March 28  

Laity Celebration at  

St. Luke United Methodist Church  

Guest speaker is Renea Henderson (who is 

wonderful)  

We need all the youth to try to come. Par-

ents are invited to join us.  

We will leave the church at 2:00pm  

Bring Supper money  
 

Parents Preparing Youth Supper for the 

Month of March:  

 

March 7 ð Reece & Melanie Saunders 

March 14  ð Bennett & Heather Deane  

March 21  ð Homeless Shelter  

Team 3 : Ariel, Gary, Christian, Chase, 

Kayla, Cohen, Jeremy, Page, and Morgan. 

We need parents to sign -up for this meal!  

March 28  ð No Youth Supper  

 



 

 

 Photography Dates are: 

 Wednesday, March 24 

Tuesday, March 30 

Wednesday, March 31 

Thursday, April 1, Friday, April 2, and   

Saturday, April 3,  

Make your Appointment Nowé. 

Appointment Sheets are in the Hall by the Chapel 

 

 
Church Family, 

       Thank you so much for the many 

prayers, cards, and concerns during 

the loss of my sister, Christine 

Weeks. 
 

It meant so much to know you were 

there. 

In Christian Love, 

 Clara & J.D. Heath 

 

To Our Church Family, 

     Thank you for all the cards and prayers following 

the death of my sister, Marjorie Liles.  It means a lot  

to know there are many who are there in times of   

sorrow in the death of a loved one. 

Thanks, Bettie  & Clyde Davidson 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Because our faith has been strengthened by the 

depth and purity of love, we  

 

Gita Marie Dixon 

& 

Thomas Howard Williams 

 

invite you to share this sacred day of worship 

and dedication as we are made one in Christ on 

Sunday, the fourteenth of March Two Thousand 

�D�Q�G���7�H�Q���D�W���W�Z�R���R�¶�F�O�R�F�N���L�Q���W�K�H���D�I�W�H�U�Q�R�R�Q�� 

Jefferson Park Freewill Baptist Church  

Rockingham, North Carolina 

Reception immediately following ceremony  

In the Reception Hall 

 

 


