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John Wesleyôs Methodists 
 

The Methodist Movement begun by John and Charles Wesley really made an im-

pact in the lives of people in the late 1730ôs and even into the mid 1800ôs.  This 

movement had an energetic evangelistic zeal and reliable methods for growing 

people as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

Many folks would say that those who were converted to Christ should leave their 

development ñup to Godò. John Wesley disagreed wholeheartedly with this way 

of thinking.  Even though folks criticized him, Wesley organized the people into a 

movement and placed them under a very precise system of management.  Wesley 

was a very precise man.  He made sure that new converts to the faith were serious 

about leading a new life and then they were directed to small groups for account-

ability. John Wesley was sure that there was needed a system for spiritual growth 

and this caused his critics to call him a derogatory name and that name was 

ñMethodist.ò  However, a Methodist is ñone that lives according to the method 

laid down in the Bibleò. 
 

George Whitfield was one of the greatest preachers of all time.  He was asked 

very late in his life about John Wesley and what he thought about this 

ñMethodistò movement.  He said, ñMy brother Wesley acted wiselyðthe souls 

that were wakened under his ministry he joined in class and thus preserved the 

fruits of his labor.  This I neglected and my people are a rope of sand.ò 
 

Wesley believed that life change for people was more than the results of energetic 

preaching and gaining lots of biblical knowledge.  Gathering together in small 

groups, known as classes and bands, so that believers could give account of their 

spiritual growth was the genius of Wesley. 

The converts met in ñclass meetingsò or ñbandsò consisting of 12 people for the 

purpose of pursuing the discipline of Christian godliness. 
 

John Wesleyôs Band Meeting Questions: 

1. What known sins have you committed since our last meeting? 

2. What temptations have you met with? 

3. How were you delivered? 

4. What have you thought, said, or done, of which you doubt whether it be sin or 

not? 

5. Have you nothing you desire to keep secret? (This one was optional). 

Pastorôs Message Contôd on Page 2  



FEBRUARY  CIRCLE  MEETINGS 
 

  Circle #5 will meet Tuesday, February 2nd at 11:00 amðAlan Smith Class 

 Circle #9 will meet in  the Fellowship Hallð1 pm on Tuesday, February 2nd 

 Circle #3 will meet  on Tuesday, February 2ndðat 2:00 in the Parlor (Bynum Bldg.) 

 Circle #8 will meet  on Thursday, February 4nd at 6:oo pm in the Fellowship Hall.  (Bring your supplies   

 for making Valentines) 

Pastorôs Message continued from Page 1:  
 

These questions may be questions you want to ask yourself as we move through the Lenten season.  Lent is a 

forty-day period before Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday. We skip Sundays when we count the forty days, 

because Sundays commemorate the Resurrection. Lent begins on February 17th and ends on April 3rd, which is 

the day before Easter. 

 

In antiquity, purple dye was very difficult to make and therefore very expensive, so purple came to signify 

wealth, power, and royalty. So, purple is the color for the seasons of Advent and Lent, which celebrate the 

coming of the King. Since as Christians we prepare for our King through reflection and repentance, purple has 

also become a penitential color. 

Mike Sykes  

Merry Makers will meet at 11:00 am on Thursday, Feb 11th in  the  fellowship 

hall at church. Soup and sandwich lunch. 

We welcome Sharon Nichols into the fellowship of First United Methodist of 

Rockingham.  Sharon joined the church on Sunday, January 2, 2010 

Saturday, February 13th  

5:30ñ7:00 pm  
Fellowship Hall  

 
 

Live Entertainment!!! 

Church & Society 

will sponsor the 

2010 
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