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A Message from Rev. Allison Coltrane

In a few days my home will be cluttered with boxes from the attic and perh
shopping bags from Black Friday as | begin preparations for Christmas.
clutter of boxes contain my collection of decorations from over the ye
Even though I try to occasionally purge the old and worn out, my numbe
boxes still seem to grow with each passing year. Of course the shopping
contain special gifts for family and friends, and they usually stay cluttere
closets until the last minute when | finally have time to wrap them all. Yes,
the next month my home, probably like yours, will be cluttered w
Christmas!

In a few days we will also begin a season of Holy Expectancy called Ad\
As we approach this season, may we consider the possibility of another ki
clutter which finds its home in another place. It is the clutter of worry, str
turmoil, bitterness, shame, hurt, pain, and any sin that muddles our hearts
long as we have a cluttered hearts, it is impossible to truly enjoy Christ
which is in the fullest sense the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Sa
Jesus Christ. | encourage all of us to examine our hearts during this seas
Advent and do the necessary purging in order to fully receive the gifts of
peace, hope, and love that the holiness of this season brings.

You may wonder how this most important preparation is possible when
clutter is seemingly too real, too painful, and too deep. I invite you to join
in worship, study, and prayer during this season. We have beautiful ser
planned filled with music, meditation, prayer, and proclamation. There

plethora of devotional guides and studies available for Advent.
Adult class is studying the bookhe UnclutteredHeart If you would like a
personal copy, just let me know. What meaningful opportunities we h
before us to get rid of the clutter and be fully prepared to receive The Gre
Gift of all!

Then when we finally sit back to enjoy the glistening lights dancing on
trees and the neatly wrapped ornate gifts in the hands of those we love, w
do so with the light of Christ burning brightly in oumcluttered hearts

May this season of Holy Expectancy bring you and yours
the joy, peace, hope and love of Christ our Lord.
Allison
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Merry Makers

Merry Makers Christmas Party! It is time for the annual Holiday Gala for our
Merry Makers! Mark your calendar now and plan to join us

ThursdayDecember 16, at 11:30 in the Fellowship Hall.
We 61 | have a delicious .l unch b
Following lunch we will enjoy giftopening and much mermyaking!

Call the church office to sign up10-8954027
Look for your POSTCARD in the mail with all the details...

Everyone I s [ nvited to attend the Un
Breakfast and enjoy a delicious breakfast with your family and a time of
fellowship with your friends at FUMC
on 8:30 am on Sunday, December 6th
The FUMC Handbell Choir will present a program of Christmas Music.
This is a wonderful program for children and adults!

DECEMBER CIRCLE MEETINGS

The United Methodist Womewill meet on Tuesday, December 1st at 6:30 pm in the Bynum Bldg.
Circle #8 will meet at the home of Martha Hamer on Monday, Decembeméth details to follow on card)
Circle #5 will meet at the Home of Cathy McDuffie on Tuesday December 1st at 11 am

Circle #9 will meet in the Fellowship Hall 6 pm on Tuesday, December 8th at 6 pm in the FH
Circle #3 will meet on Tuesday, December 15th

COMMUNITY HANDBELL CONCERT
FEATURING FIRST M ETHODIST, FIRST BAPTIST & FIRST PRESBYTERIAN RINGERS
WILL BE IN CONCERTAT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER13TH AT 3:00 PM.

Budget & Attendance Information 1 2009

Operating Budgefincludes Bynum Bldg. loan payment) $ 576,696.00

Operating Budget Needed to Date $ 521,203.13
Given to Date $ 421,963.92

Michele Barbour Percentage Given 80.96%

b eatsis and Percentage Behind 19.04%
Members  Daisy Brannick Bynum Building Loan Balance $ 127,909.00
Pennies for Zoe (Total to Date Collected) $ 1,526.00
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AN EMORIAL
GIFTS

/I'n Loving Memory of €05 1.
Mrs. Audrey Morgan @hank YOU

Mr. & Mrs. Myers Waddell Not&‘
Mr. John Thomas IV Dear FUMC,
Mr. & Mrs. Myers Waddell Thanks for the continued support throughout college.
Ms. Sandy Ridley This adventure is really amazing and nothing could
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Clay replace the memories that | am making up here. These
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Meacham classes are really preparing me to deal with all ages
/ n Honor of & groughout the church, through study, service and just

simple community building. Each day | thank God for
the decision | made to major in both Christian Educa-
tion and Youth Ministry. This field applies to so many
The Outreach Bible Class, Tuesday Morning Bible | others and gives me a wide range of opportunities.
Study and Circle Nine and Mr. & Mrs. Myers Thanks, Will Wright
Waddell

Given by Bob & Donna Panton

——————————————————————————————— CutHere -=-=—-=—=—-=————— === =

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Hobbs
Jerry & Connie Eteo

Christmas Eve Luminaries
The FUMC MYF will be selling luminaries to outline our grounds for the Christ-
mas Eve Service again this year. The cost is $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. If
you would like to purchase luminaries in honor or in memory of someone, please
see one of the youth before the worship service or contact Mary Griffith
any time during office hours.
Deadline, December 20.

# in Loving Memory of
# in Honor of
Given By
———————————————————————————————— CutHere --------=—-=—-—-"—"—-"—-—"—"—"—"—"——"—-——~—"—"—"—-—-—-—-

If you would like to place a poinsettia in the church on Sunday, December 20th and Thursday,
December 24th please complete the form below and place in the offering plate or mail to the church
office. The cost will be $12.00 each. Please make your check payable to FUMC at the time of
your order. Thanks! The deadline for orders is Sunday, December 13th.

# in Memory of

# in Honor of

By: Poinsettias



CHILDREN'S
CORNER

Wonderful Wednesday
Afterschool Program
wi || meet on the f ol
December 2, December 9, December 16

The kids are working on music for the

Christmas Program . If your child does not
usually come on Wednesday, but would like to
be in the Christmas Program, they will need to

be at Wonderful Wednesday on December 2
from 3:30 to 5:00pm

On December 9 we will have our Wonderful
Wednesday Christmas Party. Your child can
bring a $1.00 wrapped gift that can be given to
a boy or girl.

On Wednesday, December 16 the Wonderful
Wednesday children will be going Christmas
Caroling to the Hermitage Nursing Home,
Hospice, and Shut -Ins.

Do YA

Saturday, December 5
6:00 pm Meet at the church to go to the
OLive Nativity Scenes
Drive -through
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(We will need several parents to help drive through
the Nativity Scenes)

Sunday, December 6
11:00 am Youth Christmas Musical
Mr. Bearfield would like for all youth to
sit in the choir loft.

Sunday, December 13
4:00 pm Christmas Caroling
6:00 pm Christmas Party
(Place of party TBA)
Bring a $10.00 wrapped Christmas Gift and
your favorite snack food.

Sunday, December 20
5:00 pm Youth Supper and
Fix the Luminaries
6:00-8:00 pm Youth will prepare and serve

Childrends Chri st mafistiysSyppegagthe Homeless Shelter.

will be
Sunday, December 6
during the Worship Service.
The Youth Choir will fill the
Choir Loft on Sunday, December 6th.

i e )
Childrane Chair

The Halloween Carnival & Trunk - A- Treat
was a huge success. Thank you to all who
helped! We had a great turn out and lots of
laughs. Be sure to check out the pictures on
the bulletin boards beside the choir room
and the nursery.

Thursday, December 24
4:30 pm Set out Luminaries
6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

Sunday, December 27
No Youth Choir and No Youth
Enjoy your family!

January 3
No Youth Choir and No Youth
Happy New Year!


http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=20386

Parents Preparing Youth Supper for the
Month of December:
December 6 & Nikki High
December 20 & Homeless Shelter: Priscilla
Kindley will cook. We will need other youth/
parents to sign -up for sides, bread/rolls,
drinks, and desserts.

Flood Buckets
We have enough to make 15 flood buckets!
Thank you for your donations for the Flood
Buckets for Merci Mission Center. The youth
will be putting the buckets together and take
them to Merci Mission Center in Goldsboro.
They will work in the warehouse while they are
there. The Center will place the buckets in
storage until they are needed for distribution.

Youth Ski Retreat - Winterplace, WV
January 23 - 25, 2010
We only have 22 more spaces available on this
trip. You MUST RSVP with a
$40.00 non -refundable deposit ASAP!
$160.00 Price includes
2 nights hotel lodging
Continental breakfasts
1 day shaped ski rental
1 day lift ticket and night skiing
Lunch voucher
Dinner Sunday night at Cracker Barrel
Transportation on bus
For Just Tubers Cost is $136.00
For Non - Skiers the cost is $105.00
Plus 2 nights lodging, breakfast, lunch on Sat-
urday, dinner at Cracker Barrel,
and bus transportation.
Additional Cost:
Ski Bibs -$8.00
Ski Checks-$1.00
Snowboard Upgrade -$15.00
Add-on SnowTubing-$12.50
Plus you will need extra money:
Lunch and dinner on Saturday
Lunch on Monday
Spending Money for the weekend.

Another $40.00 is due by December 15,
January 1 and January 23. We would like
for everyone to have a chance to go,
please call Mary if the finances are a
problem or if you would like to keep the
trip a secret for a Christmas gift. If you
have a good fundraiser idea so we can
raise money to help lower the cost for all
of us, just let me know. Families are
invited to go with us

To the family of Wallace

of his son, Rodney Flynt.

We also send our love and sympathy to the fami
of John Thomas IV upon his recent death.

Flynt upon the recent deat}
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NEW SHOES FOR CHRISTMAS
The Adult Sunday School

classes of the
First Presbyterian Church of Rockingham are again

sponsoring the 2009 New Shoes for the com
nity. As you have done so often in the gaki
give to help a less fortunate child, since we beg
this program in 1987. If you can give a gift
shoes to a child this Christmas, please mail y

u_
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check to New Shoes for Christmas, c/o First Prgs-

byterian Church, 904 Fayetteville Road, Rockin
ham, NC 28379

Pennies for Zoe

Bring your Pennies for Zoe (Nov. 29th
We will celebrate ZOE SUNDAY on The First
Sunday in Advent. Bring your pennies to the
altar onSunday, November 29th.

United Methodist Women

December 16 UMW Executive Meeting

6:30 pm Bynum Building

December @ UMW Executive Meeting

6:30 pm Bynum Building




First United Methodist Church
Dates for Crucifer & Acolytes

* December 2009 Schedule

Dec. 6
Crucifer
Acolyte

d Patrick Ledford

0 Mary Catherine Coltrane
Josh Griffith

Dec. 13

Crucifer

Acolyte

0 Adam Bailey

d Michael Saunders
Mason Bailey

Dec. 20

Crucifer

Acolyte

0 Joseph Griffith
0 Emma Edwards
Emma Furstein
Dec. 27
Crucifer 0 Zach LeBerth
Acolyte & Alec Rushing
Mary Catherine Coltrane
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Christmas Eve Service

Thursday, December 24th at 6:00 pm
'RQITW IRUJHW \RXU /XPDQDULH
Forms are enclosed in Newsletter

DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Ushers: December Steve Webb Team
Greeters: Dec. 6 Bill & Carole Frye
Clyde & Bettie Davidson
Dec. 13 Joe & Priscilla Kindley
Christine Yow
Dec. 20 Randell & Karen Mace
Jerry & Barbara Thomas
Dec. 27 Daphne Smith
WG & Lawanda Walker
Jean Way
Nursery: Dec. 6 Greg LeBerth Sun. School
Mindi Grantd Worship
Dec. 13 Debbie Taylod Sun. School
Lisa Ledford Worship
Dec. 20 Melanie Saundeés Sun. School
Mary Stogned Worship
Dec. 27 Heather Dearte Sunday School
Jeannie Royst@h Worship
Hedge Prayer (December)
First Sunday Outreach Bible Class
S SEcQNG SunlpyH S «  Alan Smith Class

Third Sunday
Fourth Sunday

Cross Currents Class
Ladies Bible Class

Hermitage Ministry

First Monday Buena Vista Coggin (Story Telling)
Second MondayMary Ellen Kindley, Hannah Cole Buie,
Doris Sears
Third Monday (Guest Speaker), Robert Cain,

Faye Poplin, Julia Ratliff
Fourth Monday Robert Heath, Doris Sears
Fifth Monday Outreach Sunday School Class, Robert
Audrey Ewing and Randy & Margaret Leak

(December

Sun. Morning Fellowship at 9:30 am
v B EEn e 3 BY
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The FUMC Chancel Choimwill present a
Service of Great Christmas Choruses
on Sunday Morning, December 13th.
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