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Praise God!       Psalm 47 
     The Rockingham District Laity Celebration Service was a great time of celebration 

and praise to the Lord for ministry accomplishments.  Churches across the District 

gathered to make note of the way God is moving in the hearts and lives of people.  As 

I worshipped, I noticed that God was glorified in a variety of ways.  Different singers 

offered a good balance of musical styles.  Megan McMillan sang beautifully with 

taped music and Ms. Kendall sang with piano accompaniment by Barry McDougald. 

God is pleased when we are able to vary our worship preferences and still give praise 

to the Lord.  Worship and praise breaks down barriers of difference.  When our focus 

is upon God and not on the things that are different about us, God is glorified. Church 

size didnôt matter either.  Wealth or lack thereof didnôt matter, nor was it important 

that we were not in our home church.  The joy that comes from giving of ourselves in 

worship to an awesome God was, well, joy filled! 
 

     Lay speakers who have completed the Basic and Advanced Lay Speakers Courses 

were recognized.  Lee Griffith was recognized from FUMC as completing the Basic 

Lay Speakers Course.  Dotsy Reynolds was mentioned as being a faithful            

leader/teacher in the Lay Speaker program for years.   FUMC was also recognized as 

being a Rainbow Covenant Church.    Rainbow Covenant Churches advance the cause 

of Christ by giving to at least one project in each lane of the UM Advance Specials 

and by completing 100% of the apportionments assigned to the church.   We have 

plenty to celebrate here at FUMC. 
 

     The Celebration ended with a visit from Bertie the Bag Lady. Renea Henderson as 

Bertie kept us laughing as she portrayed a down-to-earth, straight talking, poor, bag 

lady.  She closed out her program by singing beautifully, Not Too Far From Here.   
 

     The Psalmist declares, ñClap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud 

songs of joy.  For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the 

earth.ò  There are times when you just canôt help but respond with an ñAmenò or a 

handclap. The Laity Celebration Service certainly encouraged responding to the  

movement of the Spirit through a variety of lay ministries in the Rockingham District. 
 

     Rev. Zan Holmes was one of the presenters in the original set of tapes for           

Disciple I.  He said it quite clearly once that we are offering God ñsome praiseò when 

we clap.  Our response to God in this way is not because we enjoyed a performance 

but because clapping is a form of praise to God.  The Psalmist clearly has in mind that 

to clap and shout are good ways to praise God.  I guess itôs our intention that needs to 

be examined.  If we clap or say ñamenò because of a performance then we have missed 

the mark.  The needed thing is, whether we respond with hand clapping, a good hardy 

ñAmenò or simply sit quietly, that we do not quench the Spirit. The work that God is 

accomplishing through us is praise worthy.  ñPraise God from whom all blessings 

flow!ò 

See You Sunday, 

Mike Sykes 



As most of you already 

know, my last day as  

secretary at First 

United Methodist 

Church is Thursday, 

April 8th. While I look 

forward to enjoying 

my  retirement, I will 

miss working  with 

such a wonderful staff.  

In the past 8 years I have shared a special bond with a 

lot of you and have taken my position very seriously.   

I can honestly say that it has been a ministry for me.    

You will never know the times I have cried with you 

over the telephone when you or someone in your    

family was hurting or sick. The many times you have 

made me laugh with your funny stories or situations.  

Such wonderful memories.  I will always cherish my 

time as secretary at FUMC.   

Sometimes I didnôt find my mistakes in the bulletin 

until Sunday morning during the Worship Service.  I 

would proof it 3 or 4 times before printing and it 

looked ok, but I could open it up on Sunday and there 

it was, a mistake!   O how embarrassing!  I had my 

share of them but I truly tried my best.    

I am so happy to be retiring and being able to spend 

more time with my wonderful husband, Benson and 

my children and grandchildren.                

         Ann 

 

Angel in the Pews 

Tuesday, April 19th the Angel in the Pews  will 

meet in the sanctuary at 6:30 pm. 

 

United Methodist Men Breakfast 

The United Methodist Menôs Breakfast is  

Sunday, April 18th at 8:30 am in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

 

Workshop on ñBook of Disciplineò 

There will be a workshop on the Book  

of Discipline on Sunday, April 25th at 5 pm .  

More information will be in the Worship  

Bulletin on Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Musical Exercise Class of FUMC  

will  be competing in the  Senior Games Follies   

at the Cole Auditorium  at  6:30 pm 

Friday, April 23, 2010 

    Come & support your Team! 

Visual, Heritage and Literary Arts will be on display 

in the Lobby before and during the Follies. 

 

 

 United Methodist Menôs Barbecue 

Wednesday  
 April 14, 2010  

 

11:00 amð7:00 pm 
 

Barbecue Chicken 
(as only the Goodman Family can fix) 

Pork Barbecue is also available 

Eat in or Take Out 

$7.00  
Advance Tickets may be purchased from the UMM 

Attention College Students 

Scholarships ...Resident Members of our 

church, or children of members, are eligi-

ble for our Mary Hadley Leath Scholar-

ship. Guidelines of scholarship requests 

are available in the church office.  Tran-

scripts and     letters of recommendation 

must  be submitted before June 30th in 

order to be eligible.  For more informa-

tion please call the church office.  (895-

4027).  



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mark your calendars! We need volunteers. Watch 

for volunteers meetings in bulletins. If there is a 

special area you would like to work or you would 

like to go ahead and sign -up to volunteer, please 

email Mary Griffith at  

 marygriffith@carolina.rr.com   

 
Special Guest Rev. Greg Jenks  

of Zoe Ministries  
 Sunday -April 25  

 Bring you pennies for Zoe on Sunday, April 25.  

Rev. Greg Jenks, District Director of  

 Zoe Ministries, will be the speaker.  

During the Sunday School hour we invite all Sunday 

School Classes to join us in the Fellowship Hall for 

a chance to meet Rev. Greg Jenks.  

 Light refreshments will be served.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 4  

No Youth enjoy your family!  

 
 

April 11  
4:00pm Youth Choir  

5:00 -7:00pm Youth Supper/Youth  

 

April 18  

Fun Day at Camp Rockfish  
Youth and their families are invited to go with us 

to Camp Rockfish. Activities for the day are fish-

ing, archery, canoeing, rock climbing, zip line, and 

more. We will end with dinner and worship. Please 

RSVP with Mary by Wednesday, April 14. We will 

leave right after church, stop for a quick lunch, 

and return about 7:30pm.  

 

April 25  
4:00pm Youth Choir  

5:00 -7:00pm Youth Supper/Youth  

 
Parents Preparing Youth Supper  

 for the Month of April:  
April 11 ð Butch and Allison Farrah  

April 18  ð No Youth Supper  

April 25  ð Clint and Leigh Ann Ray 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
June 4 -6 Beach Retreat at Garden City  

Cost is $65.00. Please RSVP with $25.00 deposit 

to Mary Griffith by April 25.  

More information to come!  

 
 

June 13, 2010  

is Youth Sunday.  
 

 

 

On Sunday May 16 the United Methodist Men will 

honor all 2010  Graduates. Families are invited to 

this breakfast.  We will be honoring Seniors on 

this Sunday during Worship Service. Please call the 

church office if you have someone graduating from 

high school or college. Also we would like to put all 

the seniors in the June Newsletter. Please have a 

picture with information of college or future plans 

and any other information you would like for us to 

put in the Newsletter about your senior to the 

church office by May 17.  

Wonderful Wednesday Afterschool Program 

will meet on the following Wednesday:  

April 14, April 21, April 28  

Vacation Bible 

School 

July 11-17 

mailto:marygriffith@carolina.rr.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

In Loving Memory of ...  
 

Mr. Don McLain  

 Mr. & Mrs. Keith McLester 

 Larry & Martha Reed 

 Tom Mayhew 

 Mr. & Mrs. Myers Waddell 

 Ms. Martha Davis Gandy 

 Ms. Mabel Mossor 

 Ms. Betty Lyles 

 Robert & Mary Jo Hutchinson 

 Ms. Jean Cain 

 Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Davidson 

 Ms. Bernice Goodwin 

 Dr. & Mrs. A.M. Covington 

 Bill & Ann Poe 

 Ms. Doris Goodman 

 Ms. Genevra Kelly 

 Mr. & Mrs. Sam Till 

 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Clay 

 Ms. Sandra Ridley 

 Roger & Sankie Staley 

 Jeff & Glenda Hughes 

 Benson & Ann Crotts 

 Senior Games of Richmond County 

  
Ms. Geneva Thrower 

 Mr. & Mrs. Keith McLester 

 Mr. & Mrs. Myers Waddell 

 Ms. Martha Davis Gandy 

 Dr. & Mrs. A.M. Covington 

 Ladies Bible Class (FUMC) 

 Ms. Mabel Mossor 

 Ms. Bernice Goodwin 

 Bill & Ann Poe 

 Ms. Doris Goodman 

 Ms. Genevra Kelly 

 Elizabeth Alexander 

 Mr. & Mrs. Sam Till 

 Brenda Booker Frye 

 Ken Bostick 

 Ms. Luda Britt 

 Benson & Ann Crotts 

 Elizabeth Wright 

  
Mrs. Betty Howell (sister of Judy Mayo) 

 Mr. & Mrs. Myers Waddell 

 
Ms. Elizabeth Rainey 

  Ms. Genevra Kelly 

 
Mrs. Christine Weeks (sister of Claire  

Heath) 
 Ms. Dotsy Reynolds 

 Mary Bray 

 Mildred Terry 

 Mr. & Mrs. Myers Waddell 

 

Mr. Jack Baber (brother of Martha        

  Gandy) 

 Ms. Genevra Kelly 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Crouch 

 Robert & Mary Jo Hutchinson 

 Ms. Dotsy Reynolds 

  

Rev. Leonard Mayo 

 Ms. Jean Cain 

 Robert & Mary Jo Hutchinson 

 James & Elizabeth Iseman 

  

Mrs. Marjorie Liles (sister of Bettie  

  Davidson) 

 Ms. Genevra Kelly 

  

Mr. Michael Kubish  

 Ms. Jean Cain 

 Louisa Preslar 

 

Mr. Russell Denny (nephew of Don  

  Denny) 

 Mr. & Mrs. Myers Waddell 

  

Mr. Wes Covington (son of Bub  

   Covington)  
 Ms. Doris Baxley 

 Ms. Genevra Kelly 

 Ms. Jean Cain 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Crouch 

 Robert & Mary Jo Hutchinson 

 Billy & Delma Reynolds 

 Ms. Mabel Mossor 

 Bill & Rene Rohleder 

 Ms. Doris Goodman 

 Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Davidson 

 Ms. Ella Mulkey 

 Ms. Louisa Preslar 

 James & Elizabeth Iseman 

 Ms. Mary Bray 

 Ms. Julia Ratliff 

 Ms. Allener Watkins 

 Mr. & Mrs. Keith McLester 

 Jeff & Glenda Hughes 

 

Mr. William Martin (brother of Audrey 

  Ewing) 

 Ladies Bible Class (FUMC) 

 Ms. Genevra Kelly 

 Dr. & Mrs. A.M. Covington 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Crouch 

 Ms. Doris Goodman 

 

  In Honor  of é.  
 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Griffith  

 Bill & Kacey Matheson 

  

Dr. & Mrs. A.M. Covington  

 Ms. Dotsy Reynolds  

  

Ms. Helen Goodman 

 Mr. & Mrs. Keith McLester 

  

Mr. & Mrs. Butch Farrah   

 David & Linda Boyette 

 

Mrs. Ann Crotts  

 David & Linda Boyette 

 Ms. Cooper McLaurin 

 Ms. Sylvia Ballard 

 Mr. & Mrs. Steve Webb 

 

 

  
 
 

 
  

  

 

 

       Pennies for Zoe 
 

 

Bring your Pennies for Zoe  

 

 We will celebrate  

ZOE SUNDAY  

Sunday,  April 25 
 

 

 

Barbara McLain upon the recent death 

of her husband, Don McLain 

 

Carole Jenkins and Susie Graves upon 

the recent death of their mother, Ms. 

Geneva Thrower. 

 

Mr. John Hamer upon the recent death 

of his brother-in-law, Ted Waters. 

 



First United Methodist Church 

Dates for Crucifer &  Acolytes 

April 2010 Schedule 

 

 
April  4  

Crucifer ðAdam Bailey 

Acolyte ðMason Bailey 

   Michael Saunders 

April  11 

Crucifer ðZach LeBerth 

Acolyte ðMary Catherine Coltrane  

    Jessica Matheson 

April  18 

Crucifer ðJosh Griffith 

Acolyte ðJosh Griffith 

     Alec Rushing 

April. 25 

Crucifer ð Josh Griffith 

Acolyte ð Emma Edwards 

      Emma Furstein 

 

Acolytes & Crucifers Clip and  keepé... 

         

Please be in the Sacristy Room by 10:45 am 

 on Sunday Morning 

 

APRIL VOLUNTEERS 
 

Ushers: April  Steve Webb Team 

 

TV Ministry:  Duff Morse 
 

Greeters: April  4  Thomas & Daphne Smith 

    Jeff & Glenda Hughes 

  April 11  Bob & Cheri Marshall 

    Joe & Priscilla Kindley 

  April 18  Larry & Jan Clay 

    Jerry & Barbara Thomas 

  April 25  Dotsy Reynolds 

    Nell Lewis 

    Sharon Nichols 

Nursery: April   4  Aimee DiggsðSun. School 

    Pam Dillman ðWorship 

  April  11 Kelly ChanceðSun. School 

    Kim LeBerthðWorship 

  April  18 Greg LeBerthðSun. School 

    Mindi Grantð Worship 

  April  25 Debbie TaylorðSunday School 

    Lisa LedfordðWorship 

    

Hedge Prayer (April) 

First Sunday Ladies Bible Class 

Second Sunday Alan Smith Class  

Third Sunday Cross Currents Class 

Fourth Sunday Ladies Bible Class 

 

Hermitage Ministry  
First Monday No Service 

Second Monday Robert Heath, Mary Ellen Kindley, 

   Doris Sears 

Third Monday  (Guest Speaker), Robert Cain,  

 Faye Poplin, Julia Ratliff 

Fourth Monday Robert Heath,  Doris Sears 

Fifth Monday  Outreach Sunday School Class, Robert & 

 Audrey Ewing & Randy & Margaret Leak  

 

 

(April ) Sun. Morning  Fellowship at 9:30 am 

         Refreshments - Ladies Bible Class 

 

 

CIRCLE  MEETINGS 

 

 Circle#5 will meet Tuesday, April  6th at 11:00 amðAlan Smith Class 

 Circle #9 will meet in  the Fellowship Hallð1 pm on Tuesday, April  6th 

 Circle #3 will meet  on Tuesday, April  13thðat 2pm in the Parlor (Bynum Bldg.) 

 Circle #8 will meet  on Tuesday, April 13th at 7 pm at the home of Jean Way 

  


